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Dry Drayton Parish News – County Council report July 2021 

Overview 

 We are in the middle of the first cycle of meetings of the new administration. It is early days 
but still there are major initiatives underway.  

 Even at this early stage it is clear that there are some problems with the County’s finances, 
and operations, which will require urgent attention. 

 There are concerning levels of Covid19 in Cambridgeshire, particularly Cambridge and some 
areas in South Cambs, and also relatively low levels of vaccination. There are more walk-in 
centres and it is important to try to push this with family and friends and limit opportunities 
for any further infection. 

Free school meals in the holidays 

One early change has been to ensure that children who receive free school meals will receive food 

vouchers during the summer holidays. This is new, we were able to introduce the COVID support 

grant scheme rapidly after the election. More information is available 

here:(https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/food-voucher-scheme-for-vulnerable-families-set-

to-extend-over-summer-holidays?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo) 

Summer holiday support for families 

Also there will be more summer holidays support for families. The County Council has been working 
with public health bodies and has launched the application process for the summer Holiday Activity 
and Food (HAF) scheme for families dealing with disadvantage – to check if your child is eligible 
contact https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/holiday-activities-and-food-programme 

Social care funding problems 

Adult social care is by far the biggest area of expenditure of the County Council, and with need 
steadily increasing as our population ages and requires more complex care the financial challenges 
are real.  

The County’s budget is dependent on >£25m in government grant funding that is not confirmed to 
be continuing in the long-term, and this makes up almost 10% of our budget. We are also seeing 
costs increase each year as demand for our services rises, with around £50m of additional funding 
needed over the next five years. It is going to be a challenge to address these vital issues. 

‘Farmgate’ 

One of the commitments in the Joint Administration agreement is to work with Council officers to 
publish the long-awaited ‘Farmgate’ report to the greatest possible extent, and as soon as possible. 
The Council’s new leadership is working with senior council officers on this.  

Sorting out the County’s Highways services  

The problems with road maintenance, especially potholes and blocked road gullies is high on the list 
of priorities for the new Joint Administration at the County Council.  I am on the Highways and 
Transport Committee, and a large part of the challenge is to improve basic service delivery. 
Responding properly to residents, and offering longer term solutions, are required.  

We cannot promise to rectify the problems overnight, but we looking critically at contracts and 
quality of work and push for improvements as soon as they can happen. As a minimum I have 
requested regular quarterly reports on the Division so that we are sited on what is happening.  

Residents are kindly reminded to report any problems on Highways using Highways Reporting. 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/food-voucher-scheme-for-vulnerable-families-set-to-extend-over-summer-holidays?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/food-voucher-scheme-for-vulnerable-families-set-to-extend-over-summer-holidays?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
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Dry Drayton – holistic review of transport issues 

The village has a number of issues which are interrelated or interact. As residents know only too well 
these include: 

 Flooding which could be linked to damaged culverts which in turn leads to potholes.  
 Traffic speed through the village is a significant problem and needs a permanent solution. 

Having little speed reduction encourages greater volumes of traffic, particularly HGVs who 
see the village as a cut through. HGVs in turn increase road damage and increase potholes.  

 Potholes are a considerable issue throughout the village, and are particularly dangerous for 
cyclists. If roads are not safe for cyclists then we will not see modal shift.  
 

These issues are generally dealt with by different groups of officers within the County Council. I have 
invited senior officers to meet with me and Cllr Cullen from the Parish Council to discuss what the 
County Council might do, to have a more holistic approach.  

It was obvious to them that HGVs going through the village at speed was a major issue.  

 Certainly HGVs which are owned by public authorities and are speeding through the village 
should be reported. If you spot one please note the organisation they are from and the 
approximate time, and write to me on the email below.  

 There is a wider piece of work addressing HGVs across the County, which may take more 

time to implement but it is a major issue for many areas. Watch this space for a County-wide 

approach to HGV travel. 

 One suggestion to consider is adopting an HGV covenant. If HGVs operating on behalf of a 
particular company are not going to a destination in the village or off the Dry Drayton Road 
then perhaps an agreement could be that they would use A and B roads as their first choice. 
This has been successful in other areas. There is more information here:   
Heavy or abnormal loads on the highway - Cambridgeshire County Council 

 A speed reduction scheme could be developed for the village with traffic calming – for 
example speed buffer 40mph zones and maybe a 20mph zone in the centre of the village 
with appropriate traffic calming measures to reduce speed and village gateway features. 
Also we may want to use vehicle activated signs and regularly moving these around the 
village. There are some useful details on this page which give more details about the various 
measures: 

Alternative speed measures - Cambridgeshire County Council 

Note that: any new scheme needs careful consideration of the feasibility and design by a Highways 

Engineer. There may be a possibility for a Local Highway Improvement (LHI) scheme which gives 

local people around Cambridgeshire an opportunity to bid for County Council money for highways 

projects which will improve their community. Bids up to a maximum of £15,000 are invited however 

there is an expectation that the bidder (community group/Parish Council/residents association etc.) 

will contribute a minimum of 10%, this may provide an opportunity for any proposals to be 

considered. Further details on the local highway improvement initiative can be found via the 

following link: 

Local Highway Improvement funding - Cambridgeshire County Council 

These initial suggestions will be followed up and discussed with the Parish Council at a future 
meeting. 

 

Flooding on Oakington Road and Park Lane 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/heavy-or-abnormal-loads-on-the-highway
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/speeding/alternative-speed-measures
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
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The County traffic officers have been asked for a report on the recent gulley emptying work done on 

Oakington Road to see what are the structural problems associated with frequent flooding. The 

officer promised to visit in person the next time it rained! I am chasing for the results of this 

investigation.  

Park Lane junction flooding – also I have asked for an investigation of any potential underlying 

problems associated with flooding in this area.  

 

Wild flowers in verges – A1307 between Girton and Dry Drayton 

Cambridgeshire is trying to leave wild flowers to grow in verges, where it is safe to do so. Recently a 

resident wrote noting that the roadside verge along A1307 from Girton towards Dry Drayton had 

been mowed, despite there being no obvious safety issue. They pointed out that previously it had 

been a mass of flowers, mainly oxeye daisies and the recently bloomed birds foot trefoil.  

It turns out the mowing was done by Highways England, not the County Council. However we are 

actively considering what means we have of influencing Highways England, to get them to adopt the 

same policy, to leave these wild flower verges to be mowed later. More to follow! 

Consultation underway - Milton Recycling Centre redesign – consultation deadline 23.55 on 27 July 
2021 

Milton landfill site, including the area occupied by the recycling centre, is owned by the County 
Council, and leased to FCC Environment on a 99 year lease that expires in 2092. The lease contains a 
right for the County Council to occupy part of the site as required for use as a recycling centre. 
Planning consent for the existing recycling centre expires in 2026 and a fresh planning application 
will need to be submitted for a Centre to continue on that site. Plans within the County Council have 
been worked on for a considerable period of time and have now reached the point at which 
proposals are being put forward for consultation. The Council is taking the opportunity to rebuild the 
site to serve an increasing population, allow for expansion in recycling volumes, and improve 
facilities, access, and parking. Obviously this will require the centre to close for a period while it is 
rebuilt on its existing site. 

The County Council has brought forward proposals which have been worked up over at least the last 
year and now are seeking to consult residents on the proposals for a new Centre. The consultation 
process opened last week and residents are encouraged to give feedback on the proposals.  

The consultation period has been extended to allow everyone the chance to review the plans and 
have their say. 

Features of the proposed new site: 

 There will be increased capacity, it can deal with 30,000 tonnes per year versus 12,000 
tonnes per year now 

 It will operate at a split level (so don’t have to go up steps or ladders), like the site at 
Witchford 

 There will be better car parking, and also cycle parking 

 There will be a covered area for a shop allowing re-sale 

For more information about the proposals please see: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-
library/milton-household-recycling-centre-consultation-document.pdf 

Also note there is a virtual exhibition at www.miltonhrc.info. 

Please use the link to comment on the proposals for Milton HRC on the Survey Monkey website. 

http://www.miltonhrc.info/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/miltonhrc
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Contact me - please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you have a query or concern. My details 

are below.  

Edna Murphy - 01223 577005; edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 


